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f%-   4-38   Intraventricular,  intra-aortic   and  intra-auricular  pressure
curves from heart of dog together with an electrocardiogram. The
vertical Hues pass through synchronous points in the four curves.
Between the commencement of the intraventricular curve and the
opening of the aortic valves is the isometric period of contraction.
From the opening of the A-V valves to the closure of the aortic valves
is the period of ejection, and from the latter event to the opening of
the A-V valves is the period of isometric relaxation. The divisions in
the line at the bottom of the diagram indicate -fa second.
auricles to stretch the muscle fibers, these are of the same length
as during the preceding systole. This phase of the cardiac
cycle at the commencement of ventricular diastole is, therefore,
called the period of isometric (Gk. isos, same; metron, meas-
ure) relaxation (Figs. 4-38 and 4-39); it has a duration (at a
heart rate of 70 per minute) of .06 to .08 second. At its termi-
nation, the aurkulo-ventricular valves open and the blood flows